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Dear Sol, 

Were it not that i*il 13 dozing; after falling this nomine (no serious damage) 9 
I'd not be answering letters at 4:30 on a beautiful, sunny day. We arc trying to grow 
some of our own food on a once-woody spot I cleared this winter and after a week's 
absence it needs work or it will again go wild. Of all tho things I should be doing, 
tliat is where I'd prefer to be. However, because her knee is still and swollen, I will 
not chance hor coining for me if the phone rings. 

And were it not for ono special attraction in your letter of the 11th, I'd not pick it 
first of quite a stack, including some unanswered from when I was away 0 

It has been my experience tliat some of the brighter of tliose who to mo arc kids, 
the generation of young adults, and most of ray peers, are quite inflexible in their 
beliefs and attitudes. I find mine changing with new knowledge and understanding, but 
I also find, especially among those working in the assassinations fields, that original 
concepts (often rabid or insane dreams) never alter. 

There are really two points at wliioh you display a flexibility of mind commendable 
at 60, where you mention my work in passing and whore you refer to lawyers. It is not 
because you ever indicated tliat you believe all lawyors are ak boon to mankind, for you 
didn t, but bocausc of you t then attitude toward some whose names I'll not here repeat 
that I find your comment about "otoorsights" wolcomeo I have never in recent years over 
mentioned tho name of a lawyer not prominent to you. You wore inflexible when I made 
passing reference to tho deplorable record of a man I know must have tho reputation of 
being a3 decent as ho is competent ( and in most affairs I am confident was quite decent). 
% comment was based upon fact and more, his own words and work that ho expected to be 
a perpetual secret. Yours strong reaction was probably from personal knowledge of the 
man as well as knowledge of his public reputation. 1 t troubled me tliat you did not 
consider face relevant and put more trust in reputation. It troubled mo more because when 
we were young there was nothing your mind would not consider, and I felt tliat tho liardening 
of age had sot it. °o, i'ia gratified to know tliis is not tile case and to have an unintended 
explanation in your comment on what you've learned from your nev; work, from reading briefso 
You are now seeing wnat you had no occasion to see before, and your mind is open to it. 

As recently as a year ago, despito the shabby treatment wo got from him, I'd never liave 
expooted tliat an Edward Bennett Williams would lot tho statute run on us, a 3 the govern- 
ment alleges and he does not deny. If only to prevent a negligence suit oguinst himself. 

My handwriting is much worse tlian yours, for the same reason and because I had to 
start writing too fast when young, ao a reporter. In school I actually won a penmanship 
honor. My thinking races faster than my typing, faster than dictating, and in writing 
long ana complicated things tliis is a serious problem. I forgot. Tliis is getting worse 
not only from ^ears and troubles but because 1 am trying to hold an enormous amount of 
fact in mind, n an olfort to overcome tliis, when I could no longer delay a motor tune on 
the old car and something came to mind, I took the typewriter and. paper to the garage 
with mo und wrote 1,300-2,000 words during the servicing. Ordinarily I wbuld liave read 
while waiting. Today I made a good start in a chapter and to the degree I got on paper 
what I did, eliminated tliat much chance of forgetting. 

I've decided, by tho way, to make a start on a Watergate booko Tho prospects are 
no goodo Tho moos requires a context, and tliat dims prospects more. But there is no 
indication of any responsible work with a responsible context. And I do have what lias 
not seen published on tho mess and 30 me of the prime messors. From wliat little inquiry 
Ibx could make while trying to arrange for tho collection of somo of wliat is duo U3, it 
seems tliore is a commercial fear that Bantam will cream the immediate market. The two 
Post reporters are under hardback contract and are busy with their daily work. Bantam 
has Clark * l oHenliQxx under contract. If lie gives up his daily work, for his own paper pnH 
for his syndicated column, ho can be ready pretty fast if lie is not afraid of being ovoi*- 



Uy ev ! ntS n0t y0t UP ° n U3> (Uith th0 doctrine of the writing I have in mind, 
not ovon a forcible takeover of the government would date the work. ) 



Hcie a maga^..ne aalecmn^ knock awakened idl. X steadied her on. her aching knees , 
nows showing the discolorations , into a hot tub, and oho soaks. So 1 can do noisier 
in-the-houso things tliat need doing. 



Your perceptions on publishing crookedness are precisely correct, except where 
they have tlioir own accountants. These then become an almost indisponsible element in 
the prevailing anti pervading orookednesa. 1 seem to have made a good beginning on 
handling uy own legal problems on the last book, on the %ng assassination. If they are 
not just deceiving me, it will now work out. I am aware that deceit is possible. The 
long silence of the lawyer to whom I'd given the Dell case is explained by hi 3 dis- 
barment. The friend who had ref erred mo to him, a publishing lawyer not practising, 
is Boeing if a settlement can be negotiated. The immediate vibes are alivhtlv encouraging. 
A beginning. ° 



I liave to send Join Shattuek, wh o is interested, a memo on federal violations of 
my rights to privacy and under the first amendment, it takes an Ellsberg caoo for people 
to bo willing to believe I'm not paranoid oven when, as is the case, I've liad the proof 
°r yearn. havo c^rbjgns of some of the federal survoil. lance on ray public appearances* 
And I vo hart telephone conversations repeated faithfully, with correct identification 
of the phono I used* 

If I didn^t tell you, you have several of my all successful suits vo DJ confused. 

It as vliat for the confiscated public record fne of the Rav extradition in which Fieir- 
dienst lied so and repeated it after I gave Mm the proof I knew he was lying and ho' 

rt r pQul;Gci tho lie# it is ijl the suit the reporting of which you have just soon 
that that DJ and it3 judicial apologist, Judge Danafcer, hoist themselves on their own 
petard over t-da, a project to which I added unstinting support. Ac of yesterday, m 
had heard nothing about tho request for an en banc rehearing. But I am delighted that 
as a result of their own in-court crookedness and Danaher’s departure from the r£>lo of 
a judge, DJ was forced to certify that the then Attorney General was indeed a repetitious 
liar. By Urns tame I really liave no feeling about a precedent-setting case partly 
because it is^not my first and partly because DJ will stall in every possible way before 
goipg to the upreme Oourt. They don't dare conply with the remand if it can be avoided, 
don t gore gpre me what I seek, and I've picked tMs case with care because it is not 
immune under’ tho exemptions® Meanwhile, they Jiave tho capability of contriving a. case 
tiiey cun rush ahead ior special interpretation of the exemption involved. However, when 
we got to the Supreme Court, they'll find I still have n few surprises in reserve! 

Belie vo rae, I do! 

You know I speak for my old soak(er) in wishing you all our best and in honing 
that some pleasant way we can get together soon 0 



Sincerely, 



And tlianks for the typing. 



